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INTRODUCED H.B. 2018R2419A

A BILL to repeal 833-6A-4a and 833-6A-4b of the Code of West Virginia, 1931, as amended, and
to amend and reenact §33-6A-4 of said code, all relating to the renewal of automobile
insurance policies in West Virginia.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of West Virginia:

ARTICLE 6A. CANCELLATION OR NONRENEWAL OF AUTOMOBILE LIABILITY
POLICIES.

833-6A-4a. Alternative method for nonrenewal for automobile liability and physical damage
insurance.

[Repealed]
833-6A-4b. Manner of making election relating to nonrenewals.

[Repealed]
833-6A-4. Advance notice of nonrenewal required; assigned risk policies; reasons for

nonrenewal; hearing and review after nonrenewal.

(&) No insurer shall may fail to renew an outstanding automobile liability or physical
damage insurance policy unless the nonrenewal is preceded by at least 45 days advance notice
to the named insured of the insurer's election not to renew the policy: Provided, That subject to
this section, nothing contained in this article shall may be construed to prevent an insurer from
refusing to issue an automobile liability or physical damage insurance policy upon application to
the insurer, nor shall may any provision of this article be construed to prevent an insurer from
refusing to renew a policy upon expiration, except as to the notice requirements of this section,

and except further as to those applicants lawfully submitted pursuant to the West Virginia

assigned risk plan.
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(b) Notwithstanding any other provisions in this section, race, religion, nationality, ethnic

group, age, sex, marital status, or other reason prohibited by the provisions of this chapter may

not be considered as a reason for nonrenewal.

(c) The commissioner shall propose rules for legislative approval pursuant to §829A-1-1 et

seq. of this code to implement the provisions of this section.

(d) An insurer may nonrenew an automobile liability or physical damage insurance policy

for any reason which is consistent with its underwriting standards.

(e) A notice issued pursuant to this section shall state the reason or reasons for refusal to

renew and shall advise the named insured that nonrenewal of the policy for any reason is subject

to a hearing and review as provided for in §33-6A-5 of this code: Provided, That the hearing shall

relate to whether the nonrenewal of the policy was issued for a discriminatory reason, was based

upon inadeguate notice, or an underwriting standard by the commissioner found to be in violation

of this chapter. Cost of the hearing shall be assessed against the losing party but shall not exceed

$75. The notice shall also advise the insured of possible eligibility for insurance through the West

Virginia assigned risk plan.

(f) Any licensed insurer that has elected to participate in the nonrenewal system previously

established by 833-6A-4b of this code shall be relieved of that election upon the effective date of

this section.
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NOTE: The purpose of this bill is to modify the requirements for renewal of automobile
insurance policies.

Strike-throughs indicate language that would be stricken from a heading or the present law
and underscoring indicates new language that would be added.



